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Chapter Ethics Committee

The Chapter Ethics Committee (CEC)  is composed of volunteer 
NASW/Texas members.  The committee is responsible for:

• assisting the NASW Office of Ethics and Professional Review (OEPR) 
in addressing complaints filed against members in accord with the 
Association’s policy on professional review.

• assisting the OEPR in convening local mediations and panels to 
conduct hearings when appropriate or necessary.

• providing ethics education and training to chapter members and 
others in their local community, consistent with the CEC Charge and 
practices of the OEPR.



Learning Objectives

• Participants will discuss and identify common ethical challenges related to 
the practice of  social work.

• Participants will identify and review sections of  the current Code of  Ethics 
that address then ethical decision-making process.

• Participants will review current best practices that help to maintain and 
uphold an effective and ethical standard of  practice. 



Ethical Challenges?
What are they?

• Personal
• Professional
• Technological
• Managerial
• Diversity

• Operational
• Geographical
• Philosophical
• Situational
• Legal 



Recent revisions to the Code of  Ethics

• Timeline: 
• Approved by the 1996 Delegate Assembly
• Revised and Approved by the 2005 Delegate Assembly
• Revised and Approved by the 2017 Delegate Assembly
• Available in print Nov. 1, 2017
• Effective January 1, 2018

• Main focus is on the use of technology, social media, etc.
• Small changes (minor) and small changes (significant)
• Reviewed with 3 lenses: Ethics; Practice; Regulatory
• 19 old standards with NEW language
• 19 NEW standards
• CSWE, NASW, and ASWB and regulatory issues were addressed



Recent Revisions to the Code of  Ethics
(continued)

• Major considerations given to the following:
• Emerging technology issues (i.e; Facebook; Google; Twitter; Snapchat)
• Email encryption software

• Texting

• Electronic records and record keeping

• Clinical issues using technology (i.e; interruption of services; power loss; email down; computer 
freezes up)

• Privacy / Social Media / Boundary issues

• Personal affiliations becoming public due to on line behaviors (i.e, FB; Blogs; On line chats)
• Privacy and Confidentiality (encryption issues)



Behavioral Health Executive Council

H. B. 1501 - https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1501

S. B 611 - https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB611

• AN ACT relating to the creation of  the Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council and to the continuation and transfer of  the 
regulation of  psychologists, marriage and family therapists, professional counselors, and social workers to the Texas Behavioral
Health Executive Council; providing civil and administrative penalties; authorizing a fee.

• BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: ARTICLE 1. CREATION OF THE TEXAS 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL SECTION 1.001.  Subtitle I, Title 3, Occupations Code, is amended by 
adding Chapter 507 to read as follows:

• CHAPTER 507. TEXAS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

• August 12, 2019 - Governor Greg Abbott has appointed Gloria Canseco to the Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council, 
effective September 1, 2019, for a term set to expire on February 1, 2025. Canseco will also serve as chair. The council will oversees 
and regulates the Texas State Board of  Examiners of  Marriage and Family Therapists, Texas State Board of  Examiners of  
Professional Counselors, Texas State Board of  Social Worker Examiners, and the Texas State Board of  Examiners of  Psychologists.

• https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-appoints-canseco-to-texas-behavioral-health-executive-council

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1501
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB611
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-appoints-canseco-to-texas-behavioral-health-executive-council


What are the ethical standards of  practice?

• Ethical responsibilities to clients.

• Ethical responsibilities to colleagues

• Ethical responsibilities in practice settings

• Ethical responsibilities as professionals

• Ethical responsibilities to the social work profession

• Ethical responsibilities to the broader society



The purpose of  teaching professional 
ethics is not to develop philosophers or 
ethicists, but more effective and more 

ethical practitioners.“
Author Unknown



“Do what you love, and your work 
will be a part of  you, not just a job.”

Celest Blackman, Co-founderGreen Zone Culture Group

www.greenzoneculture.com

http://www.greenzoneculture.com/
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